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Just thirty years ago, in 1961, when Dr. Alastair Lamb first reported on the
presence of a pre-fifteenth century entrepot at Pengkalan Bujang on the Merbok
estuary in Kedah' he also made the following comments:

The finds at Pengkalan Bujang provide us with the opportunity to extend our knowledge of the
trade of Malaya back to the 13th century, if not earlier. They also suggest the fascinating possibility
that similar sites of even earlier date may yet be found along the coasts of the Malay Peninsula.
There is ope such site, near Takuapa, in South Thailand, and others may well exist in the Malayan
territory.

Dr. Lamb could not have been more correct. In 1980 a slightly earlier entrepot
was discovered in Kampung Sungai Mas at the mouth of the Muda River in Kedah
about just 11 kilometres (as the crow flies) south of the Merbok Estuary.? In
1981 large quantities of Chinese ceramics of the Southern Song and Yuan periods
were accidentally unearthed at Kampung Juara on Pulau Tioman.* Subsequent
excavations on the island by the staff of the National Museum at this site and
at another slightly earlier site at Teluk Nipah (which yielded wares of the Northern
Song period), recovered further evidences for the island’s involvement in this early
(pre-fifteenth century) Asian maritime trade.’ Archaeological work in 1987 - 89
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Ancient trading sits in Peninsular Malaysia during the late metal age and early

historic times.






